= 3 


: | a a Approved For roe FOP NE CIA-RDP83-00415R010900090003-8 HK S ob | 
NTELLOFAX 6 SOLGRET | i | 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


CLASSIFICATION ‘TOP SECRET/CONTROL - U.S. OFFICYALS ONLY 25X1A. 
~ SECURITY INFORMATION 


INFORMATION REPORT rerorrvo.[ 


CD NO. 
COUNTRY Germany (Russian Zone) a: . DATE DISTR. TApriL: 1952.2 
SUBJECT Estimate of the Pérsonnel Strength of the Soviet NO. OF PAGES 9 
Forces in the Soviet Zone of Ger 
Cat i wore 
DATE OF THES NOT TO BE FURTEE? — NO. OF ENCLS. 
INFO, ZOX7A y:cSMiTTED WITHIN THE UNITED ©“ fUiSTeD BELOW 
Se Cue it ee , : 4 
PEACE ot THE STATES, WITHOUT TH SUPPLEMENT TO 
EXPRESS PERMISSION OF THE RELCAS- ). -_ 
ACQUIRE INs OFFICE, | REPORT NO. 25X1X 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE WATIOWAL DEFENSE 
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793 
AWD 794, Of THE U.S. CODE, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR REVE- 
LATION OF TS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 15 
PROHIBITED BY LAW. THE REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM tS PROHIBITED. 


THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


- SOURCE 


A. ‘Persomel Strength of the Ground Porets of the Soviet Group of Occupation 
Forees Germany (GOFG). 


I. Basis for Estims 


4 2, A strength estimmte has been established on the hitherto determined: - 
a OB situation of the Soviet ground forces in Germany and was computed 
for the armies on the basis of the percentage relation between the 
avtual strength and peace strength of several units, A strength estimate 
obtained by merely adding up the troop strengths as reported by regular 
sources from military posts and barracks installations would be inaccurate 
and subject to errors because the sources usually mke thelr observa+ 
tions from outside the billeting areas and thus are likely to overs 
estimate the mutber of troops particularly tn times of relatively quiet 
routine training. Also, it is not preeticable in all cases to have 
& aecont source verify the statements by the first within a period 
of from two to three months, The method of establishing a strength 
estimate, which is applied below, has the advantage that it is based 
om authantie figures regarding the actual strengths of units, confirmed 
peace strengths of numerous units and the current OB situation which 
is aubstantiated on the whole, — ate 


2, ‘The determination of the present actual strength is foumded on four 
original Soviet strength reports from the Soviet Zone of Austria, 
because no original documents on the strength of units upwards of 
platoon level have been received from the Soviet Zone of Germany _ 
during the pest six months. The Pigures in these original strength 
reports have been compared with the peace strengths specified by a 
deserter of the Lith Guards Mechanized Division in 1949. These figures 
proved absokutely reliable when checked against the numerous original 
documents obtained doing the last two years. 
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On the basis of this information the following conelusions can be drawn: . 


a. The Soviet Army units of the 13th Guards Mechanized Division are maintained 
on the basis of an authorized strength which corresponds to the peace 
strength af a mechanized division (i.e., 65 to 70 pereent of the wer . 
strength) as specified by the deserter. 


be ‘The actual strength in the fail of 1951 was only slightly below the peace 
strength and apparently rose slightly above peace strength following the 
turnover of personnel in October and Noverber 1951, 


There is a possibility that these conclusions cannot be applied exactly to 

the units in the Seviet Zone of Germany which might have strengths slightly 
above those of the units in the Soviet Zone of Austria: ‘There is also a 
possibility that the relationship between actual strength and authorized strength 
is closer with regard to tenk units than infantry and mechanized unites . 
There is uo doubt, however, that the conclusions above constitute a badis for 

the hypothesis that the Soviet ground units in the Soviet Zone of Germany 

also have an actual strength equaling 105 percent of the prescribed peace 
strength. The strength computations below have been computed by using this 
percentage. ; 


The peace strengths, on which the strength estimates for mechanized divisions 
are based,were taken from the statements by the deserter of the Lith Guards 
Mechanized Division; and for all other units they were either derived fromthe 
figures relative to the mechanized division or on the basis of other information, 
The assumed peace strengths of the artillery divisions are probably inaccurate 
because the organization of the component artillery brigades has not been 
determined. . 


Little authentic information 1s available with regard to the strength of the 
rear service installations of the armies and headquarters GOFG. ‘The following 
estimates are based on reports pertaining to supply depots, repair shops and 


. offices: 
Eighth Guards Army and Third Shock Army: 2,100 men each 
First and Second Guards Mechanized Armies: 1,100 men each 
Third and Fourth Guards Mechanized Armies: 1,300 men each 
coro | 8,500 men 


The ratio of rear echelon personnel to combat and support personnel in regard. 
to specific armies follows; 


Eighth Cuards Army and Third Shock Army: | 445/100 
First, Second, third and Fourth Mechanized Armies: 3 to 3.5/100 
GOFG:, | : | An additional 3/100 


! 


. 
The ratio of rear services personnel to combat and support peresennel therefare 
amounts to only 7/100 in contrast to sbout 18/100 as existed during World Wer II. 
‘This small ratio is explained by the fact that the Soviet Army uses, to a large 
extent, German manpower and installations such as the railroad system: In 
addition, the strength estimate below includes the motor transport wits in 
support units whereas they were part of rear service units in World War II. 
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“II, Strength Rettmate of the Individual Units. 


Unit 
Eighth Gde Army 
Arny Hq | 
Hq XXVIII and XXIX Gds Rifle Corps 
39th Gds Mtz Rifle Div 
57th Gde Mtz Rifle Div 
20th Gdgs Mecz Div = 
Zist Gde Mecaz Div 
13th AAA div 
43a (dds) Army Arty Brig 


Two Corps AT Arty Brigedes 
(1.7050 each) 


200th Hv Tank SP Regt 


16th (7) and u/i RL Regts 
zis each) 


Yuéth, ie Gas and u/t 
Sig Bnsa (220 each) 


“19th aay B80th and u/t 


Eng Bua ($20 each) 


two u/i AAA Regts of Corpa 
HQ Troops (300 each) 


es7th Motor Trans Ba 

Total Combat and Cupporting Unites 
Rear Bervices ef the Army 

Total Strength of Eighth Gds Army 
Third Sheck Army 

Avy Hq 

HQ ™ end LXXIX Rifle Corps 

Sth Gas Mtz Rifle Div 

207th Mtz Rifle Div 

igth Gds Mecz Div 


18th Meez Div 
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450 


400 
8,500 
8,500 
9,400 
9 KOO 
® 100 
1,100 


730 


420 
8,500 
8,500 
9,400 


9,400 


(appr ) 


_ 450 
4oo 


— 8,900 


8,900 
9,900 


9,900 


2,200 
1,150 


2,200 


_ .Peage Strength Pregent Actual Strength 


780 


960 


700 


1,100 


48 kao 


2,100 
50,500 


450 
420 
8,900 
8,900 
9,900 
97900 


(appr) 
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Unit 

34 Gds AAA Div 2,100 
‘uth (2) Army Arty Brig 1,100 
34 Gds (7) and 4th Gds (f) 

AT Arty Brigades (1,050 each) 2,100 
136th Gds Tank SP Regt . 750 
10th Gds and u/i RL Regts 

(450 each) B 900 
LO5th Sig Regt 580 
O7Tth and two u/i Sig Bns 

(220 each) 660 
19th (7) Engr Regt 788 
890th Engr Bn and one u/t1 

Engr Ba ~ 640 
Two u/i AAA Regts of Corps 

HQ Troops 600 
U/i Motor Yrans Bn 350 
Total Conbat and Supporting Units 47,230 
Rear Services of the Army 2,100 


Total Strength Third Shock Army 


Firet Gds Mecz Arny 


Aruy HQ 460 
9th Tank Div 8,200 
Lith Gde Tank Div 8,200 
8th Gds Meez Div . 9,400 
4th Gde AAA Div a,100 
U/t Light Arty Brig - 1,050 
lat Assault Enge Regt | 786 
6th Motorcyele Bn 350 
One Sig Regt (not identified 

but believed to exist) 580 
One RL Regt (not identified 

but believed to exist) et 
Total Comat And Supporting Units 31,510 
Rear Services of the Army | wkyl00 | 


Total. Strength 


of 1st Gds Mecz Army © 32,600 (appr) 
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Peace Strength Present Actual Strength 


2 200 


1,150 


2,200 
780 


960 
600 


51,600 (appr) 


33,070 


~~ bh 00 
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Dot Peace Strength Present. etuel, 8 
6 Fourth Gds Mecz Army | 
Army Hq Loo Loo 
“10th Gas Tank Div | 8,200 8,600 
25th Tank Div | 8,200 «8,600 
6th Gde Mecz Div — 9,400 9,900 
Tth Gds Meez Div 9,400 9 960 
U/L AAA Div _— 2,10 2 200 
Lith (¥) ds Light Arty Brig 1,050 1,190 
312th Gas RL Regt 450 489 
118th Big Regt | 580 600 
34 Engr Regt . a 820 
Slst (1) Mirel Regt | 509 
Total Combat and Supporting units ha ,030 | 43,100 
Rear Bervices of the Aruy me rei) “14300 
Total bieedgth of Fourth Gas 
Meez Army 42,300 (appr) 4b LOO (appr) 
TY. Generel HQ Unite of GOFG | 
Group HQ . 600 600 
Ee Vv Arty Corpa . B00 | 
6th Arty Div (4 Brigs) 7500 74900 
34th (7) Arty Div (2 Brigs) 3,500 3,700 
24 Gis AAA Div | 2,100 2,200 
“6th (7) Gde AAA Div - — 2,100 2,200 
324 (1) AAA Div 2,100 2,200 
hth (2) AT Arty Brig | 1,050 1,100 
25th Gas RL Regt (or Brig) 450 | 480 
66th (%) Sig Regt | 580 600 
U/i Engr Regt 780 820 
36th Pontoon Bridge Regt 780 620 


56th Motor Trans Regt | 800 850 
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. Ute Peace Strength Present Actual § 
57th Motor Trans Regt 800 ea 890 
Total Combat and Supporting Units 23340 2h 520 
| Rear Services IV Arty Corps 890 en 800 
Total, Strength GH Units 2h 5100 (appr) 255300 (appr) 


8, Total Strength of the Soviet Army Personnel of the GOFG. On the basis of the 
above calculations, the grand totel of the personnel strength of the Soviet 
Army forces in German: (excluding the Personnel of the SCC, Wismut ‘Corporation 
and economle agencies) is: ; 


Eighth Gds Army 50,500 
Third Shock Army 51,600 
First Gds Mecz Army 34,200 
‘Becond Gds Mecz Army 33,800 
Third Gds Mecz Army Ah O09 
Fourth Gds Meez Army hh og 
GHQ Units of the GOFG 25,300 
Rear Services of the GOFG x 200 


Total Strength of Soviet . 
Ground Forces in Germany 293,000 (appr) — 


B. Personnel Strength of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army, 
T. Foundations for a Strength Estimate. 


No positive information . such as Soviet documents, reports by deserters, ete. , 

is available on authorized and actual strengths of any single component of the 
Twenty-Pourth Air Army, A strength estimate of the total personnel of this air 
army is feasible,howeyer,on the basis of various items of information, such as 
reports by loca repidehts on the personnel strength at airfields, records from 
civilian laumdries which work for air force units and records from bakeries 
supplying airfields and air units, The actual strengths have increased in some 
cages because of the modernization of aviation regarding air treffic safety control x 
the extension of the radar net y ete, 


' Qn the basis outlined, above, the actual strengths of the headquarters ang air 
“units of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army are tentatively estimated as follows; 


Ll. Atr Army headquarters and army headquarters unite: 
Total (efficers and EM) 


Army headquarters (including the signal regiment, 
construction staff, administrative staff, MVD 


; rection, motor transport and courier units) 1,500 
Bignal unit operating the radar seta in the | 
army area : ; . n00 
Stationary aircraft repair ahop (SAM) hoo 
: Airoreft. repair shop train (PAM) | 300 
Stationary motor vehicle repair shop (SARM) | «B20 
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. Total (officers and EM) — 
' 2B. Corps headquarters and corps headguerters units: 


Corps headquarters (including the signal company ) . 250 
Ard ( ineluding sipgnel«<commmications personnel) 200 
Motor transport company | BOO 
Construction battalion a 450 
GAB | 150 
Moter vehicle repair shop (Letushk: ) 20 
3» Divieton headquarters (including signal company) | 200 


hk, Tactical air unite: 
Fighter regtment | ake 


Ground attack reg!ment 350 
Bomber regiment | Koo 
Air reconnaissence regiment | : 350 
Air transport regiment « 200 


Ss Ground unites and elrfleld service personnel: 


OATE (per regiment;) . 250 
®ignal platoon (per regiment) 106 
ATR (airfield service company) (per field) . 100 
Repair shop (per f1eld) | 10 


i. On the basis of the number of units specified in paragraph I, the wtrength 
of the Twenty=Fourth Air Army ts songputed as fellows: 


7 | L otal, (officers and EM) 
Army headquarters (according to paragraph I/1) | 2,920 
Four corps headquarters ( according to paragraph 1/2) 54200 
Ten division headquarters (according to 
eregreph 1/3) 2,000 
Eighteen fighter regiments (18 times 2h0) Z hy 320 
. Six ground. attack regiments (6 times 350) . | 2,100 | 
‘ Bix bomber regiments (6 times 400) 2,400 
Two gir reconnaissance regiments (2 times 350) 700 
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Total (officers and EM) 


One air transport regiment 200 


One air transport squedron To 
Thirty-four OATBs (34 times 250) de “a 8,500 
Thirty-four signal pixteces (34 times 190) 3,400 
Twenty-five ATRs (25 times 100) _ . 2,500: 
Twenty-five aircraft repair shops (25 times 19) - ne) 


Grand total 34,560 


2, Tn addition to the units mentioned in paragraph II, there are some hitherte 
unidentified air force units in the area of the Twenty-Fowrth Air Army. For 
example, there is an eir unit with an OAT having a total strength of sbout 
500 men in Koethens a motor transport uit of about 600 men in Dresden-Klotgsche; 
a school for radar operators in Wittsteck ete. On the other hand, about half 
of the fighter regimmts are still short of personnel because of the recent 

activations, Hence it is believed that the number of air force personnel 
actually stationed in the Soviet Zone of Germany does not deviate substantially 
from the total of about 34,500 officers and men, 


C, Strength Estimate of the MGB and sco Personnel in the Soviet Zone of Germany. 


1» Despite the lack of positive data on the strength of MGB unite and offices, 

it is possible. to compute the strength of MGB personnel in the Soviet Zone 
_ Of Germany on the basis of motor vehicle number analysis. Regarding the 

Boviet Army, the ratio between motor vehicle numbers and personnel strength 

is about 40,000 : 300,000, that is 1+ 7.5; and with regard to the Twenty- 

Fourth Air Army, sahowh 4,000 ; 34,000, thet ts 1: 8.5, Regarding MGB units 

and, in yarticuler, MGB offices, it is believed thet the ratio between motor 
vehicles end personnel is substantially lower. Assuming that the ratio is 

1: 6, the approximate figure of 1,000 motor vehicles assigned to the MOB indicates 
‘that the strength of MGB personnel is 6,000. MGB unites with a strength of 

4 regiments and 5 battalions have been identified in the Soviet Zone of Germany 
to date. With 700 man te a regiment and 300 men to a battalion, the MGB units 
total 4,300 mon, ‘The MOB headquarters and its signal unit heve an estimated 
strength of 700 men, and all remaining MGB offices have an aggregate strength 

of about 1,000 men. Thus the strength of the MGB personnel in the Soviet 

Zone of Germany is believed to be 6,000, 


2 There has becn no usable information on which te base 4& strength estimate 
_ Of the BCC personnel. Nor can a relationship between SCC vehicles and 
ersonnel be established because the fouredigit vehicle number of the 
M xx=xx block have not been anelyzed to date, - The strength of the personnel 
belonging to the SCC and thesconomic agencies in the Soviet Zone of Germany is 
very roughly estimated at 11,000, 


Ds 


The strength estimates itemized in Sections A through C and estimated strength of 
Soviet Navel personnel. add. up to the following grand total of Soviet military - 
personnel in the Soviet Zone of Germany: 


GOFGs 293,000 
Tywenty-Fourth Air Army: 34,000 
MGB personnel. 6,000 
Personnel of SCC and Soviet 

economic agencies: 11,060 
Soviet Naval personnel: 2,000 


Grand total of Soviet military forces: 346 ,000 
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